'S

: % s &
SR A L T
N E {__" TTRAN_ O aa_ A _-T;{\at”.é p ) e

o |

Should We Astk
Jor the Suffrage ?

By

Mrs. Schuyler V. an Rensselaer. “~_

Apply for more papers to
ANTI-SUFFRAGE As:s) ~joy

by

13 Elk Street, Albany.

?




Should We Ask
fo? the Suffrage?

By
Mrs. Schuyler Van Rensselaer.




Note.

These chapters were written very hastily for pub-
lication in the New York “World,” and have been as
hastily revised in answer to a wish for their immediate
issue in pamphlet form. They do not profess to treat
the woman-suffrage question from every point of
view, or fully to discuss it from any point of view.
But I trust that, fragmentary as they are, they may
lead some of the women of my state to consider more
seriously than hitherto the right relations of men and
women to the country and the government we love.

M. G, VaN RENSSELAER.
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L

“ HENEVER the women of the United States

-\ really want the suffrage, they will get it.”
This has long been’said by all reasoning men in the
United States. It has proved itself true in two
of our commonwealths, and if the test comes it will
prove itself true in New York State. Indeed, as 1
should like to have space to explain, the women of
Colorado were granted the suffrage before they really
wanted it; and just now it seems to some that the
women of New York need to be careful lest a similar
experience be theirs as well.

It is perfectly certain that whenever we, the women
of the Empire State, ask to be allowed to vote — unani-
mously or in any determinant majority — we shall get
what we ask. Therefore it behooves us to know thor-
oughly well just what our demand would involve,
whether we veritably wish to make it, and whether we
should be justified in making it at this present time.
And therefore, as a New York woman, but one who
has lived in other countries and other parts of our own
country, and has compared the condition of women
there and here; as a working-woman who for many
years has been thrown much with other working-women
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and with men of various classes and kinds; as a woman
who now holds property in her own right, and has no
relative who immediately “represents ” her at the polls;
as one who has carefully considered the woman-suffrage
question for a long time, listening respectfully to the
arguments of its advocates, and as one who recently
voted in Colorado — on all these counts I ask the wo-
men of New York, and especially its working-womeny
to look with me a little into the matter. Let us take
up in_succession the chief points it presents, and briefly
examine them one by one.
‘The first point of all is this: Need every conscienti-
ous woman make up her mind decidedly whether or
not spe “Dbeliéves in woman suffrage” as an abstract
question? No. But we have recently been implored
to s‘ay that we do believe in it so firmly that we wish
for its establishment here and now. We have been im-
plored and challenged in such a way that our silence
will assuredly be quoted as consent. Therefore, if an
one of us does not believe in woman sufﬁ-aée f:hu};
firmly and defmitely, as a measure of immediate desira-
bility,—if in any manner or degree she is doubtful with
regard to its advisability here and now,—then she ought
clearly to make known the fact.
If we do not feel certain that it would be adyantage-

ous, then we must feel certain that itg establishm:ent
would be a risk. And at this particy]

ar time our city
and state and country have risks enoy 3

. gh to deal with.
We are passing through a period of aisturb’mc e‘-\and

uncertainty — social, politica]
. al, and economic — which
has had no parallel since the days that immediately fol-
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lowed the civil war. It is not a time for new risks, for
additional uncertainties, for probable or even possible
disturbances which can in any way be avoided.

There is a homely proverh: Do not swap horses
while you are crossing a stream ”’; wait for a quieter
time, and then very carefully examine the proposed
horse, especially if it is a horse of an utterly unknown
breed, with no one to vouch for its character in peace-
ful hours, much less in hours of violent agitation.

Woman sufitage is an utterly unknown horse. It
has never been tested in any way which indicates how
it would work in a city and state like ours, Colorado
and New Zealand are being held up for our imitation.
But their experience has heen too brief to prove any-
thing. The experience of Wyoming has not been so
encouraging as the advocates of suffrage here desire us
to believe. And even if it had been, it would still pro-
phesy little with regard to the State of New York, the
Island of Manhattan, Not one of those three commu-
nities includes a city even remotely approaching the
size of ours. Not one has a population at all resemb-
ling ours. Not one has problems to deal with such as
are most prominent, most insistent, with us. Surely we
must feel that it would be a fresh experiment, in the
fullest and gravest meaning of the term, to establish
unlimited feminine suffrage just here and just now.

Some people are passionately asserting that they
know it would work well just here and now — ¢ven
that they know just how it would work well, But they
have no right to assert this unless they claim the gift
of inerrant prophecy. They have no proved reasons,
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Do tangible indorsements, to give for what they call

their knowledge, They say more with regard to the |

women of New York, who have never possessed poli-
tical power, than they would dare to say with regard
to the men of New York, who have possessed it for |
more than g century, and been severely tried, variously ','
tested, and minutely studied during that time. They |
say that good women, intelligent women, would vote,
and vote more wisely than the men of their kind 3 and
they say that ignorant women and bad women would
not vote (or would vote in comparatively harmless
numbers), or that they too would
tiously and wisely than the men of their kind. Some
people boldly declare this, and all who ask for woman
suffrage imply that they believe it. For unless the
average of intelligence and conscientiousness is to be
raised at the polls, certainly no sane person can wish |
to see the suffrage in any way extended, |
For myself I do not think that th
Plausible, and bit by bit I shall fry to tell why. But
what I want to insist Upon now, is that no one can
knotw anything with regard to the matter — that any
person who says he or she does know, or can make
more than a plausibie guess, has never learned to ap-
preciate the difference between knowing and guessin g.
What he or she calls knowledge is merely a personal
opinion based upon data which are almost altogether
of theoretical sort,
The men of New York, I say,
minutely studied for a hundred
dict, from year to year, h

vote more conscien-

- - |
ese predictions are |

have been tested and
years.  Who can pre-
ow they will vote? Tt is al-
B

| imitate,
- literate and vicious women in New York city, and just
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ways uncertain, even to the eyes of the most widely in-
structed and keenly interested politicians, with which
political party, toward which cconomic dispensation,
in which moral scale, they will throw their votes, And
it is still more uncertain how many of them will vote at
all.  After almost every recent election the general
feeling has been one of surprise with regard to the out-
come of all these uncertaintics. And yet we are as-
sured that when, for the first time, more than a million
entirely untrained and hitherto uninterested women are
called to the polls in our state we shall not be surprised
— we shall foresee just how they will act, and shall
know that their action will distinctly be for good.

We should not know. We cannot dare to predict.
We can only guess, And we cannot even plausibly
guess without considering a hundred different points
and balancing contradictory signs very carefully one
against the other. And when a thing is a matter of
guesswork, risk is, of course, involved,

In this case it would be hard to overestimate the
magnitude of the risk. It would mean an innovation
of unparalleled significance with regard to the future of
our women and of our men, with regard to our politi-
cal course, our social conditions, and the status of the
home and family. And it would mean an innovation
affecting not merely our own state but the country at
large.  What Wyoming does the rest of the states may
disregard. But what New York does the rest of the
states must at least consider and most probably would
We must think of the tens of thousands of il-
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e
as carefully of the scores of thousands of ignorant i?e
gresses at the South, All told, the women Ofthfﬂl.mk o
States very nearly equal the men in number. T hmlwe
ous burden of responsibility for the WCNew
of our whole fatherland which we, the women of
York State, are asked to assume, it?
Are we prepared, just here and now, to assume 03
Are we prepared to throw into political life all the \:he
=0, 800d and bad, intelligent and unintelligent, of

including the swarms which bfje
ave been adopted here? Are “.
rationally convinced that such an innov?
but in:evocable, would
Andif not—if we feel thatit
sk—ought we not to raise o

nee, as I haye said, will b
Every new recruit for the « movement” will be counted
and all the rest of us will

be pronounced merely weaks
cowardly, indifferent, Or a5 yet unawakened, ThE
world will be told that at the bottom of our hearts we
sirable, else we should have
gning the Protests which were

the appeal to he made to the
Commissioners now in session at Albany, did not com-

mit any one to the assertion that she « diq not believe
in woman suffrage.”” Tt merely declared that she was
not convinced that unlimited woman suffrage is desira.
ble here and now. And, unless we are thus convinced,
itis our duty to sign a protest, or in any clear
ble manner that presents itself to say, « |
that our couniry shoy
this Particularly disty

the enorm,

long to Europe but 1
thoroughly,
tion, sudden
good?
be a

. {of
inevitably work 10

. s et it
ur voices against ! :
e cited as consen“

all think the suffrage de
said that we did pot, Si
brepared to counteract

am not sure
Ud run this €normous new risk at
rbed and critiecal time,”
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1.

IT is not necessary that every womanbshoultddir;?rl;e-
up her mind to-day with regard to the‘ a. st]racﬁer s
bility of woman sufitage. But there is a dang :
if they do naot think the matter. out now, énany \\;211;111:11
will remain in a state of vague interest and uncer 1 Oul)é
distressed perhaps by the thought that they sh i
have asked for their “rights,” and perchance ma
discontented by the idea that, had we all done so,
woman’s lot would have been improved and our coun-
try as a whole would have been‘ be'ncﬁtcd. Ccende

“1 have taken the suffrage side,” one of my friend _
recently told me, “not because T am (;0r'n<-'1.r:{(;ec.1I :h':i
woman suffrage is desirable, but because I .th}n 4 1.1 "
is bound to come some day, and therefore it 1]s,best :ilcf;n
te fight against it.” DBut no events c'lcptj:m,mrt]_tfl' -
human action are bound to come, like emLlu-pm.'\‘crt,”WL
comets, or the changes of the seasons, Wc.*. njut:nz
that some such events are bound to come, ]f‘{,klb ‘;
conditions do not change; but who can 131‘§t11ct p:é?
tively that any human con(lit_ions will nog Ch;;;?m
And we may say that some thu?g:s are .1111 ‘ut e 3[L
to come — like greater freedom in Russm,. fO‘l i\m_}‘ tc;
But even then, if we disapprove of them,alt.llimx,c.)ff L
fight against them. If we Flo not SF&V‘.‘H; ;; a
shall profit the world by helping the g1 0?\-1(r s
constancy, public spirit, and the 1‘65‘.50_1.111;: 355 Tt

Far from believing that woman suﬂlatb% i s
come because of the p]'esent.in‘crease of 1‘1111 Lli:e : it;
many of us hope that just this increase will g
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Should We 4, Jor the Suffrage?
death-bloy, . has
and to a great degree merely instinctive. No one g
strongly felt the need to give her reasons ag:.lmst -
Therefore ng one still uncertain upon the sub_u::ct h1
had the chance to hear both sides and iutelllgeutg
make up her mind, and few have even been menptev
10 think about it at all.  But if the negative side 1s nov

: : eel, 1
faithfully presented, the current excitement, we feel,
likely in {he end to do

more to hurt than to help the
“cauge,”

Therefore it is well to ask ourselves a second ques-
tion: Upon what

grounds do its adyocates base their
 suffrage ?

do not explain how they think that

he whole of oy sex would affect the
Mmunity, They simply declare that
! a right  tq It, and state or imply that the se-
Curing and actiye exercise of any right must result for
good.

demand for Woma;

Many of them
its possession by t
welfare of the co
we have

Itis not 5
ple act upon in
perpetually ing;
sidering the

Proposition is, however, far from logi-
Propesition which conscienti
Private’life, When g v a man
s, without con-
assertion, she o he ig
ant element ip family life, o a
whose influence ig Pernicious, Ay
I social life, is o System of compromises
between the rights of different individuals, And civie
life, political life, is a system of cgo

€xpediency of their
recognized as a discord

member of society
family life, al

the rights of different individuals and thosge of different
sexes, classes, and communities of

People.

1z

: a1 passives |
Opposition to it has hitherto been passive

Should We Ask for the Suffrage?

i 1y be in-

The most indisputable pers?;lilni;giz;san;iyde' o
" benlm::; illahcizrgouse if the pe?ple 11(3(1‘(1
zhan, oy OF fomei]' That great bulwark of pers}on.al
B 3}}])5- ;p_'prr-s act, may be thrown d{zlu nlel_}s
tiberty, the. e thg_nd even the right to safeguar ‘0}[
ok by e - with in times of war; men'arn. t 1(:;}
life is done away »on to face certain dea?h 1‘tse1fl. 0
Heteously called u1(:0111(1 be proved the indisputa lg
o t or V?c:;an nevertheless no woman Shfou-te
e e'vu?itlrout a ’ﬁrm belief, based upon de'lonsld
densl;l?j tllia: its exercise by her sex as a whole W
rea
Leenf:ﬁt ’lqer country as a wh?%e. —

But the power to take duéft a e st
iie 1 right in the true sense L
e a h the right to * life, Iiberty, and t 1 e
S ME }’ Ourgpresent laws do not .1‘ecogmz,e:: ;f
of 11&131?11qesn. ‘d to men; the corporate mtelh{gm.ltcnt ]
‘le “’1:1;3%‘2; not interpret it thus. lelf; ;:3\ ZS =
il i he law underta .
s 111:‘11(? % fl‘??;aif: ;?bi:?:’a;d its pursuit of haéll)j‘;‘:—
- lf s 1t5‘ tec’ted even against its own par fqﬁ;;
i o ¢, and the murder of a day-old lnljin_
?hould e e, ’e‘. as much as the murder of '} o
- s C%-i%'mld Of course what the lzw.tl paca
ot G{a;.tlteen;pts to do it does nOt'Per:ths}iong
pmfesl?:i-ai(never can perfectly_accor;llzltlsil; lso e
Z:rinnpdiviéua‘l human bf_‘ings are lglizlpiactice sl
ways. But its thec:lry‘ iso I;Lelir sgum e childrenli.l:rﬂ
impr: VET:.?E: :éeuzllin\\’eﬂ protected by the Govemn
are to

13
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. a:l-e
in 50 far g the recognizeq rights of humanity
© Concerned.

The question whether progress might be 5w1ft¢h_§fy
tails of legislation ang Practice might be more rapi i
improved, if women coulq Vote, may be left aside for t 4
mMoment, What 1 want to show now is that our constlt
tutions, oy Systems of law, oy political beliefs, d(_’ n?s
Include the power to vote among the indisputable ﬂghl d
Even of masculine humanity, 1¢ they did boys wou i
be bom with the tight of suffrage, They would nOr
have to wait ung] they were twenty-one o get it. They

would vote by deput)’ unti] they had reached years O_f
dlscretion, just g they are born to an inher-

S now, if
tance, they heir Property frop, birth

own t
until they Come of gge,

and control
it by deputy
¥, not right, ig ¢

Exl?eclienc he basis of the suffrage-
atorg think, 1,
€ twent
man voteg unt] then, apq
Or claiming g « ght»
telligent, hoy «

Srown.y,
twenty, The same

are so often use
well—trained,

at all men
¥-one. Therefore no
none thinks of Protesting

how rich, how in-

educated, i
city, even though

old, would make
Stupid foreigners
lish langy
would reg
boys or ¥

an vicioyg framps op
olly ignorant of the Eng-
that more harm thap good
age were universa]ly ar
and therefore the mogt
side unt] they ¢

age. But it {5 felt
ult if the suffy anfed to
ouths,
tentedly giang a

-inte]h'gent con-
Ome of ag¢,

-
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ho,

ide all our
and aside al
should we contentedly S.w:_tion of a most
i ﬂlms the most careful EXEJ'mllll-;tory affords not
. ‘S . t ]1‘ L=
lives, unles lem, to which pas : 1d be
S m t wou
ted problem, sure us that 1 :
complica ide, seems to asst f Ameri-
De st cuide, s -est number of A
the slighte t;,t good of the greatest Lxpediency must
e catest g 1 vote. L
for the gre hould vo 1s. of
omen s : t grounds,
cans ﬂmF all)le tmmulted—-upon .dlffere:aslz feminality
here again turity is the ground in one o :: stherong
i nia as 1n
course. Lm in the one case, . soht
But 1 T lved except the rig
in the other. “yight™ is involved e: e
man “ng . he grea
fundamental thl number of Americans t(:u'le‘SS g
eates . APPIIESS.
of thlel gTaeac;ure of life, liberty, and hlI;l oEretBion OF
Kle e he Dossess,
po,s ?lb : ssession of the suffrage an_d ' 111111- thougut.
I'he po too often confounded in 1)05 in his pursuit
: are : scked 1
freeqon-l Aidual is free when he is Cl-lb(:ke istent with the
Apindu 1{111)piuess as little as is co?f_i SN
nal he his "
oo of a like freedom for E,glen established in
s e c y
e.\ls_teﬂza] masculine suffrage has ;fwe thought that
Univer legislators hs Iv be
5 cause our leg : ; ost surely
this country bfl is state of things might m ctical expe-
. ans th € - s a Pra ‘
L ltslTe}Jout The innovation was a | not a recog-
-ought a . . say —
bl‘OUé business experiment, so to \i-qs it everywhere
dle-nt, a.f inborn personal rights. No'zl't;rac}’ i et e
nition of i ) utter 1lite ) T
usetts 5 surely
In Massach Aliterate man i
adopted, Yet the illiter: e e
the polls. ay. freer, sin
cluded from ‘ here — nay, ) )
5 48 I it hoss,
in Massachuset he politica
as free in 1 interference of the p All be
. the interfer =T suffrage w
is free from come when masculine se g
LA - 18 an
The time H\Te}\(" York. If so, the cha gof R —
e i ¥ 1
Smiied 5 ] ts of the truest freedon ty, as against the
Bz 1heENss ? interests of real liberty,
 the st
number —in
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interesis of license in some dj

. eccion i
rections, of oppression
others, To-day

. —on
the sufftage is denied to women e
it o LTy i o
different grounds, T repeat, but yith the same g

i 5 S ~onscientiously
and righteous eng m view., We who conscier
and thoughtfy)

¥ Oppose its granting, believe that .“116:
majority of Americans, women and men, are more U_luq}t
free to-day thap they would be were it granted ; “‘f
they are Jesg Painfully checked in the enjoyment o
life and lipeyt »and in the pursuit of happiness. _It_ls
ot in the name of the subjection of oyr sex, it Is 1
the name of the frue freedom of oy sex, that we de-
mand that men ghay continue to do the work of gov-
erning ouy Country, themselves, and ourselves,
Why we take thig ground I ghay try to show in an-
other place, Now 1 May add that our
tude with Tegard to the hajiey being an e

a “right» would he more often understg
membered that

but €xpedients,
€Inments would
Perfect they
govcmmcnts
and happily
not governm

general atti-
xpedient, not
od were it re-

Were human beings D

be Needed. Apg unt
do not live th;
exist {hat the
a3 possible, Life is the
ent, which ig merely the safeguard o life.
There {5 nothing sacreg about governments, except in
S0 far that they are needfy] engines for the Protection
of individual life, family life, social life, Whep these
are protected the raee has a chance to advance, the
world has a chapce to improve, But the mere fact of
Protection dpeg p Tovement,

work of furthering outside of politi

erfect no gov-
1 they become
¥
s comfortably
Sacred thing,

¥ may live

ot assure imp The reg)
it is done cs,
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/oman in our coun-
man and wom in -
- oot T t 1t 1s not
e th dth)e{ world grow Dbetter. Btu i
i one to .
try to helg ight, of every :  hrace
e b individual, family, and so
- rotect individual, ‘ sl
e rican women
= 3591571_1?_:;: could be proved that Ame e
. ’ : i meri
e 'lare more intelligent than ilhe e
i mass"ll we ought not to ask for e
—— ‘hat if any measure of .our Ea ) is ghven
- 5““13 ;:" the loss in other directions
litical life, - 1o oo e
preat r than the gain in this direc
greate

il

: oman that
ly said by a prominent wo e s
IT was recently s late sufirage, but 1 _
tate has a right to regu L
£ ] = P e ars
‘ the’ él}t to refuse it to any Amdu:dm citizen except
T 1 rics A
v 1 confer it upon any AmmLice of the people
e 1 3 )
what Cil ? Public opinion — the vo M e
the state? . in some countries, 1
i state 1n S renn who
les behind the sta ely the )
-—h{:b be)inion s the state. ot m(ir'k{ in the United
public of pan, woman, and CULE Db n; and
vote, but every mse ! ulding public opimon; S
: rt 1 mo Ey t TOSSess-
SHates pays B pa 1 collectively play, “’“ho}l npof the
thiespagt that Wloma by the fervid declaratio v
is shown 7 rer we all as
i tes, 13 show e G WiEHaGER
ol \firagists themselves: W1
woman suffrag 5 5
; ot them. L f s do as
; re shall get ) ; ity 0 :
- \?l tlceftst a determinant majo are willing to
But until at lea: o jority of men ¢ x i
- them, and until a mﬂj.o nty'qion {favors the innova
fO.I ’ us, until public opn ing, disingenuous, to
give them to 1, illogical, misleading,
: 1t i 'O8Sly =
tion, it is gro

17



Should We Ask for the Sujfrage?

Should We Ask for the S wffrage?

1t to vote whose votes public opinion thinks likely

2 to advance the public welfare; other people have 10
nights in the matter at all, ’

What stands behi

the moral Jaw p

32, | - ‘on. why is there no outcry over the voteless
o talk of our “rj 2] 3 K In question, “hy B

ght” to them — to talk of anything € o achusetts? Why none about
{ cept the expediency of T)lf e have illiterate men of Masswchu PYWI ey
I8 a rigl ¥ otour getting them. ‘Lhos voteless youths of nineteen or twenty B

\i

and this is a specially instructive point— about the
adult male citizens of territories ? _ _
As a more sparsely populated, less experienced region

nd and above public opinion E‘XC"?t than its neighbors, a territory is not thought entitled to

i ;'?111c1 dfjes the'moral law prescribe dr . full self-control. Consequently, th.e franchise i)f its
patlon in active political work for all memn- citizens is limited. To vote for their local officers, but
it L either sex? It prescribes 8% | 4 ror their own governor, and to send no full tale of
more than that the greatest good of the greatest number senators and representatives to Washington — is this
| ::a{} >e secured, no more than that public opinio® | equal suffrage for the men of a territory ? And if not,
l‘io’;s Z?‘rggi}_]tﬁaT(;n,scigFtio“SIY concern itself with’quesi'_ | why do they not claimt theiF inalienable human right to
most of the South}if le.nfﬂ“y' Look- at the Condl_uon % votes like those of the.lr neighbors ? o »
moral law — whicl 11122?1mn. republics if you think th'e Again, a state deprives a man of ?ns ngl?t to ls. ¥ fcﬁ
where — prescribes e the same for all men every” if he has recently changed his residence; and e

umversal masculipe suffrage. Orl

Bro vote of our Southern States, or at
of New York city,

" state enforces such a term of residence as it p.refers.
Tor the moment a new-comer is everywhere disfran-

look even at the ne
the voting recorq

: i i i [inci i matter.

f umversal masculine gufg [ do not say that chised ; and if any moral principle underlies the matter,

3 failure anywhere oo B¢ has proved itself a hopeless this is as true a grievance, although not as great a one,

o< o n our country, b !, ; ; 1 p ,.anhise
| i i ueId 5 AW eprived of the fra

=4 ARy places it gives a bolq 1ié ’t © seythat! as that a woman should be deg

i © the statement that a1 short, there cannot possibly be
prescribes anything men all through her life. In s :

e Al ! ' 8 frage with-
gard to the voting power. Whatsoever with re any such thing as state regulation of the suffrage

' i The Constitution leaves the out full power on the part of the state to give it or take
the suffrage to the several St;‘(’ewer to extend or limit it away, just as it may think expedient. -

: s, sayi o p0 ‘ s pscnzonre of Cho
4 fifteenth amendment, that no stage L E enly, in its This leads up to the fact that the first war-cry ©

tate shall make 4 dif
I . ha B lffel'-
171 ence between colored people and white people. Vetit |

| is careful to secure and protect the genuine inbom

i nights of human beings as such. Each state acts in t}
matter of suffrage just as it sees fit, and h . d

moral power to do so, If 2 genuin

still unborn republic, ¢ No taxation without repvresen-
tation,” is falsely quoted now as a war-cty .for \‘\-oxlnzgr;
suffrage. There is no true connection, lnstor@a} i
ethical, between representation as our forefathers “Aef
25 legal and meant it and universal sufirage. Their cry had no ref-

e human right” is ¥
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erence to individual powers or privileges. Itwasa aljlly
lective cry from an oppressed people, practln.:adi’
enslaved because their interests — not thcmselves) ml'a-
vidually—svere not represented in the British Part

ment. If the interests of the women of Americdh

. : 1ls
collectively considered, are not represented at the poll$
then they too may

. I an
consider themselves oppressed
enslaved

» and refuse to pay their taxes. ) 1e
The true basis of the justice of taxation is not tt
bermission to take active part in the Government
“The protection of the Government,” says Judg®
Cooley in his « T,y of Taxation,” “being the cofls
sideration for whicl, taxes are demanded, all parti€s
who receive, or are entitled to that protection, may be
called upon to render the equivalent.”  If our Gover?
ment does not recognize the equal claims of men an
WOmen to receive jts Protection, or if, when it fails t©
Eve equal protection ip certain res

that only woman suffrage is likely to induce it to, them
and thep only,

W€ may rightly raise the old cry, “ N@
taxation without Tepresentation,”
meaning,

This would be mo
People had net got
Separate “ clagg
distinet ¢]

i
pects, we can sho¥

. . i
and give it a nes

e generally
nto the hap;
of citizens,
ass of citizens, with
aced in the corporate in
whole, Physiologica
fact has brought
action with regar
Participation

understood if certall
t of calling women 2
They are not 5 special;

COrporate interests uneni-
terests of {1

Iy they differ
about certain diffe
d to the two sexe
in the work of runnj

€ Community as &
from men, and this
rences in legislative
S, notably as affects
1g our Government.
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i 2, t are
But as social factors, as children of the statc,] Lheytl
] i inextri r as the
inextricably mingled with men —as mcxtncabt ¥ ,l‘oﬁtf,
ine; v ! . v &
are in family and business life. And the gu,d aj iy
o wome
of legislative acts must hurt or help men and Jromen in
T measure. When negroes are legislated for, or fz ;
e S : : the women o
B ¢ not th
] ank or fishermen, ar ‘
mers, or bankers, ; ¢ fhe women o
1 ::1‘1-:5 as nearly, as directly affected as the o
t\l'e 5 do not go to sea for codfish or whales o;s 5.
Women : . _. R
Tut the wives and daughters of the men who o
; in t 's whi
keenly interested as themselves in the la]nsx\
s rersely, Amer-
srotect their lives and labors. And, conv ersely, / ner
% an men are as deeply concerned as Amerlcan “c;
(ot are as ¢ ‘ =
1 i ; s of wo
in legislation which affects the property right o
vic o §
; al safety of young girls, the welfare
men, the mors 3
children of the poor. o
\re we prepared to say that this 18 no I :
: ‘ i ; = so — that wo-
; sire ay that it ought not to be so —t .
A . i m interests, which
men must specially care for their own interes f, o
: ially care for th
implies, of course, that men may specially ;
implies, of course, ; e i
i olv ; arate ¢ ;
e wish to evolve into sepa .
own? Do we wish i e
saying, “ The best interests of Amencan w oin o
saying, % "o e
identical with those of American men™?¢ ls g
sk ies, 1 iety, 1 > rch
we do in our families, in society, in the church,
business or professional life ? -
i i -e dangero
To my mind nothing more d'mbe. L
ic: romen to-day than that ¥
to American w 3 A R R,
women, specially to care for the in et i Ao
These cannot be separated, exceptin (,nl;we D
"hese cs ¥ S
points, from the interests of men. C;n i ok e
desired to separate them. And the blo e
sired to ¢ : i
ness of our country will be upon our ©
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%MMMW&MM ommeEm and ﬁ‘:nu.\ are tempted to .ﬁo:os. it.
aught to nE_...E, .oocﬂ@ will lie at our doors if W€ do
kind of self ﬁ.m:w this, the most horrible and wQEQonm
For from ﬁr_m ness — antagonism between the sexes
man and o_.m mqo“{.ﬁr of woman’s love and respect 07
sulting in ﬂrmﬂms W.Hoiw and respect for woman, T¢
indeed ang ip Mum.r mohﬁmummm that their best interests ar¢
happin ruth identical, all the progress, all the
HHU m €ss of the world have grown.
Emmrm m_cnammﬁw“mamwn& ﬁ.o.mm% in how far these feeling®
Woman suffrage MH.E?:.& by the establishment of
Propaganda .mﬁ. > ut T do say that the tenor of th
m 1avor of woman suffrage has often done

much and is . 4
least among Mo? doing very much to injure theml, ot
ur own sex. And I could say nothing

ore [¢] m { 1 ﬁu
Wﬁﬁﬁmu_ﬂm HTO i .
Im _< m_. 1 ,_ e S5€ res ODmHUHO mOH :
Om O.urmﬂg,b.m an ﬁ.uf.; :HQEOE._UW.

4

exam; .
c xm.EEm whether it is true that ©
0, there ig M?&Qm@ our interests equally With HE
ne A i i
to be toucheq :@o«MoF question of so-called “T18
Any ingey); :

of our count

.._.”wm_.m_o,mﬂm we

have thus fay
Ow

ur am.—w
helr
1

- t
Bent book on the history and mog_.:amﬁ.

IV wi :

Versa] mcmn_.mmw _f: show you that the ¢ right » of :E-

1y even as 148 never heep recognized in this cou?

by . 8 Tegards the aw 1O
Public o, mal

: e sex —not by the 1
1 * e
Protest « ZoﬂEos. either. Tt will show you that %H
AXation without re E,mmmsﬁmmm: 1 has BEY°
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meant no personal taxation without a personal vote,
except in the mouths of unintelligent or disingenuous
agitators. And it will likewise show you how little
ground there is for those to stand upon who say,
« Whether or no all women should have votes, cer-
tainly a woman who owns property, or at least an un-
married woman who owns property, ought to have the
power.”

The more property a man has the more he is taxed.
But whether he owns ten million dollars or nothing at
all, he has only a single vote. Although he may own
property and pay taxes in a dozen different states, he
may vote only in one state, in one town. Paying taxes
in California and paying none in New York, he must
vote in New York if he resides there, or not vote at all.
Moreover, a man may have paid ten thousand dollars
a year in taxes since the year in which he was born,
but he has no vote until he has lived for twenty-one
years, nor do those who are meanwhile responsible for
his property vote in his name. This is enough to show
how alien from the spirit of our laws and our habits of
political thought is any relationship between property
and the suffrage.

Do those who advocate suffrage for property-hold-
ing women only, desire to begin a wholesale reversal of
these laws and habits ? Or is what they want unequal
suffrage — one scheme of political thought, one system
of government for men, and a different one for éwEm:w
The question is not with regard to 2 single special law
affecting women differently from men. It is with re-
gard to one social, political ideal for men and another

23




%

TR e A G e

!i;'.'

Shoula We Ask for the Suffrage?

for women. The demand to-day is for full suffrage i
s town, county, and state, and therefore in national
elections too, And it carries with it, of course, the de-
mand that women shall be allowed to hold office &
well as vote,
zesrr]fy i fact, and that alone, entitled to run for GO

or or President, means that the speaker can have 2

slightest 1.
d_g. st idea how our country is now governed, or €
Cslres to naugur,

would end 1 ate novel ideas and methods .“14:;:5,
local, state a};;pSet:tmg the whole system of our
An ﬂdv’ ) national. | E
ne"erthelegoscd;tf o_f woman suffrage writes to me t‘;h {;’
ave no v‘oi, tisa 1:110(:];@1-); to call those frf.'.e g
Obey," ce in fra.,mmg the laws they are force .
this statement is true. But the M?
writer construes it is typical,l am
€ manner in which a great many t“i
eing construed just now. When W
§ we should be careful to respec
the words which compose them:
15toad aflt o tl?is connection “a vﬁ;ice " Sf;f:m
Oice i S meaning «a yote 7P Every P
n il‘lﬂl;u:ncinnI the Uff'lkl’nbg of our laws Wh‘o plEL}'S'if ‘
form that def )Etny ndividual voter, or in l}elpl);iion
Wwhich inﬂuenlc;;nd strong voice called pubh.c of
of which is the co]?l.lfoters: and the collec’t.tI
Y their iy tetive vote of a community :
those w1, it rYe Sﬁall know them — ye sha
.V act and also those who mOU i
181 actigy, o well v2
10w much yq yor

: Of courge
Ber in whicp, the
S0y tg say, of th
Statemen g are |y
Pronounee axiom
genuine Sense of

Isit needfy] ¢
€ unde

Esa_\r
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1d the

In no way can we $
ice the women of NEV
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State have had in making its laws as by examining how
they are treated by those laws.

For more than thirty years all the women of New
Vork have been able to enjoy their own property,
whether inherited or acquired, without control or inter-
ference from any man. A married woman may carry
on a trade, business, or profession and keep her earn-
ings for herself alone. She may sue and be sued and
make contracts as freely and independently as an un-
married woman or a man. She may scll or transfer
her real as well as her personal property just as she
chooses. And she is not liable for her husband’s debts

.or obliged to contribute to his support. Meanwhile, a

husband is obliged to support his wife and children.
He is liable for the price of all “necessaries” pur-
chased Dby her, and for money borrowed by her for
their purchase; and “necessaries” are liberally con-
strued as “commensurate with her husband’s means,
her wonted living as his spouse, and her station in the
community.”

A man who obtains a divorce cannot ask for aii-
mony; a woman who obtains one is entitled to it, and
to continue to receive it even if she remarries. A wo-
man in business cannot be arrested in an action for a
debt fraudulently contracted, as a man may be. Every
woman enjoys certain exemptions from the sale of her
property under execution, but only a man who has and
provides for a household or family is exempt in the
same way. A woman is entitled to one third of her
husband’s real estate at his death, and cannot be de-
prived of it by will; and no real estate can be sold by

3 25




Should We Ask for the Suffrage?

erty begins only after the birth of a living child, ai

by will.

o ; ) ] '
b‘xonde} to her, no matter how many creditors her hus
anc J ) .

o nu may have at the time of his death, unless
hall have paid annual premiums exceeding $300

N & - .
_or can its proceeds be seized for the debts of th°
woman herself,

A marri
o Lzled woman has equal rights with her hL‘Sbﬁnd-
T a-r- N L1- ."._ Al 55 j
guaﬁm fi.o their children, and he cannot ﬂPPOlﬂt
the be~;1. 0_1 them without her written consent. ony
Consid::r eiiLerests of the children themselves are t0
v when parents separate, and, moreover &
% tice of the courts is to e ’ ,
avor. So it i3 wi
promise, or ?‘ _15 with regard to suits for breach
S » OF betrayal, or any matter in which a womd”
5 such appears as the ady
f’md the rooted objection
In cases w

ersary of a man as such
P of juries to hang a womaf
¢ hey would certainly 1 ha-
almost obtained t} e Rl
o the force of an unwritten law
1e53¢ ar istincti o
o ¢ not all the distinctions made by our law
e c tlzustmgs of our courts in favor of gfcater fre¢!
, Independence, and s i
» and security for women tl :
men, I “tor i g
pen. f our factory laws, for mstance, could be exan?
1€re, or those with respect to debts owed t-o fe!

m
ale employees, they would make the case a great deal

Stl‘OIlg(ﬂI . H a J ¥
Ve WOImen I 7 N [I 1 1 tI
eg..ll a 10 vOl1ce m [
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| making of laws like these? ~Are they justified in feel-

h‘im during his lifetime unless she signs off this dowel|ling that they must ©protect their own interests” by
right. A husband’s right to a portion of his wife's proP7 means of the ballot-box? May they not believe that,

3£ further legislation specially favoring them is needed,

even then she need not have his consent to sell it dur it will come 1n the established way —through the votes
g her lifetime, and may deprive him of it altogcthcr \cast by men whose conscientiousness 1t lies so largely

in their own power to develop, whose thoughts and
actions are so largely determined by their own in-
fluence, consciously or unconsciously exerted ?  And
should they not see that their task, which no man
can take away from them, and in which no man can

replace them, is to mould public opinion, to form and
train, inspire and reward the executive sex?

It has been said that only ignoble minds can be
content with indirect action in the political field — with
power at second instead of first hand, with influence
instead of a share in control. But why is this true of
politics more than of other things? And if it were
true of everything, could any good work ever be
done? No one works to himself or herself alone, and
no one’s mind and life is trained or guided by himself
or hersell alone. Behind all people who do worthy
things stand others to whose help their power of action
is due. Tn some noble tasks it is men who thus stand

-behind a woman, in others it is women Wwho stand
behind a man. And in both cases the rble of the
Aaron and the Hur is as important as the réle of the
Moses,

Of course the word “influence” has an ignoble
meaning, and this seems to be the only meaning per-

| celved by the women who are asking for what they

| a7




e

Should We Ask, Jor the Suffrage?

; about
call “true power.» It would be ignoble to go .

: our ideas
Persuading men to vote according to d it be
whether they shared them or not. But ""'Oi ‘ futuré
ignoble to thinlk more clearly and seriously of 1;& Or o
citizens when we are training our young sons 7 ¢ them
let all the men we know perceive that we expec scier”
to be good Citizens — to vote, and to vote o work
tiously; to take an unselfish share in public b
rather than to clamor for a share of public 1101_]10!1' :111
emolument; tg gerye their country as stEadi)w
loyally in time of beace as in time of war, and . the
themselyes conscientiously for these tasks? Ii‘ .
mfluence of women ignoble when they encouragt‘ -IL by
Sustain their men in defending a country attackfsf] oW
another nation 7 Would it pe ignoble did they '“"]1 o
the same interest when it is attacked by enemies wit l,m
its gates — which, 5o long as human heings are h”m‘ur
beings, must pe everywhere and always? Would Om:n
country have beep ag proud of its mep thirty years nDd
had its women then showed 5 less noble spirit? Woul
it not be far Prouder of gy men to-day if we Sho“_el
the same noble SpIrit — that Spirit of enlightenec
Patriotism which it 18 an ingylt to American woman-
hood to say cap be awakened only by a threatened
war, or by the power 1o vote,
ening in ys oW, and that the ultimate result of the
Present “agitation,” s mistaken in jtg actual purpose
Wil be to show yg that we have our own specially
feminine duties toward the state to perform, and that
thus far, except in some intense crisis of a strikingly
emotinng] sort, we haye performed them badly.

=8

I Delieve it is awak-
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L € Pres-
ust of discussion 1is Bna Br -espects sex forms
:‘?Jstdbe divided, and thcft R mm.]{ li;banLtIiTeither sex
a natural, incmdicabE 11111:35 fo?n;rsloug.h of its own
: plain. that it h: - that it now
;fcflc)lerciill-k to do for the state, or bi'ﬁl t:hnaergy o
Performs it all so well that it hﬁs stlj{.tsiks r gl
Intelligence left to devot_e tot ?t i; not paid a full
Nor need cither complain that i
€quivalent by the state. d the government re-
Women pay taxes like Taed, andi the way of per-
turns to them the same Cqm.valcut llnf and property ;
sonal freedom and of prafecean fo.r l'ter:aturns a maore
indeed, in New Vork, at all events, lmen. Then wo-
generous equivalent to them than t?. state, and there-
men bear and rear the children of the I-Lt h:'s wife and
fofc, the state says, a man must sul_)po ressed certain
children, eyen when he has so fl"‘LI' tlansﬁve- with them.
laws tha’t he has no longer the l‘lghggqﬂy feebler sex,
And then, as wemen form the pl_l }Iafstdomestic tasks,
and as they must perform the Hf”flon : ﬁd running the
men do all the work of organizing 1‘11 as making the
State, which means excc1‘1tl_ﬂg a9 “;e the risk of their
laws, and protecting iI"ldl\-’ldllEIIS_fL Thus to them is
Own persons in time of clallgcfl‘ e of voting—that
rightly reserved the duty or prl‘rll ? CI‘-un . while women
Is, of saying how the state shall _-’L . mﬁitar}’ and jury
are specially exempted by ‘law' fu:mlswEr any call for
duty, and from the obligathn At‘o e .
help from sheriff or 1363'3?'0@?{“1' of labor and privi-
This seems a pretty fair division
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that WOII;;nEt 2 logical method of comparison 0 saf
to perform ms-l-Guld vote, but should not be expect®
and evep TiSk] ita.ry or police duty because they * penr_
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them cap, g r repel an enemy, but the major }the
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concerned. No sane person believes that the average

any more than

woman equals the average man in vigor,
s a Corbett

that the exceptionally strong woman equal
or a Sandow. '

Nature has made us weaker than men, not merely
etons and tenderer muscles,

e of motherhood. Of course,
in being fitted for this role a special kind of strength
has been conferred upon us, and no kind could be
more valuable to ourselves or to the world. But we
have to pay for it in weakness in other directions ._nOt
only in lesser muscular power, but in lesser ability to
withstand strains and exertions of many kinds, and es-
pecially of nervous kinds. Those of us who become
mothers pay very heavily for a time before and after
our children are born, and with some this means dur-
ing ten or even twenty of the best years of our lives.
And all of us pay in some measure all through our
lives, The very few who do not realize that they are
paying should be compared with exceptionally strong
men, although they are apt to compare themselves
with average men. '
This relative physical weakness is simply one sigll
of a radical unalterable difference between the sexes
as regards not only the physical strains they can bear,
but the kinds of work they should engage in, thola duties
and obligations they should recognize a3 their 0WD,
the privileges and exemptions they have a rlgh_t to
claim, Tt is no misfortune that such 2 radical differ-
ence should exist. It is a necessary part of nature’s
economy, If it were not, it would have been les-
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was the natural result of its abuse. Our forefathers
recognized that the actual executive work of govern-
ment must be done by comparatively few hands; but
they thought the best way to check abuses was to allow
all male citizens a voice in their selection and a chance
to figure among them.

It is now for us to decide whether, from the way this
€xperiment has worked, and from our knowledge of the
unalterable difference between the sexes, and between
their normal, necessary kinds of labor, it seems wise to
€xtend the duty to all women also. Some fancy that this
Would mean «progress.” Others believe that it would
be a relapse toward the incomplete organization of bar-
barian societics. And in this connection it is well to
lote that only Dbarbarous or semi-barbarous peoples
have a5 yet so far confounded woman’s work, woman's
bower, with man’s as to divide political responsibilities
between them, The most civilized of ancient nations,
the Athenians, discussed the question, but decided not
1o imitate the example of barbarians. And the ch—
Mans and other old-time races abandoned their original
CUstoms as their civilization grew.

Man’s greater physical strength is not merely a rea-
00 why he has hitherto done all the work of govern-
I‘I‘fent. Ttis also a sign and proof that this is part c:f
his natural work. By nature he is the protector of his
fﬁ.mily » Whether it be attacked by wolves, by humanin-

1Vidl1als, by the fear of poverty, or by the dread‘of
Public calamities, And by nature a woman is a‘bemg
to_ be protected. Her physical weakness is a sign of
this. 8o is the great fact which necessitates it — the
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fa.Ct of her motherhood, So are the domestic and s}i‘: .
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Off hey o e € While her mate brings her £0° ,would
10t say ghe l?h’ nd sings for her pleasure- you i
Wag « emancipating ” herself if she ¥
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share all his labors. It is simply and solely for the
safeguarding of the home, and of woman as the centre
of the home, that governments exist, that men labor
and fight and strive and try to rule. Fanecy a nation
composed only of men—how long do you think they
would care how it was governed?

Woman needs more liberty, truly — at least in intel-
lectual directions. She needs to know more, to think
more, to have a deeper sense of responsibility. But
she needs this to do her own work more thoroughly, to
teach her what had better be left to man to do, and to
teach man how he may do it well. She is the world's
educator, he is the world’s executive. Her work 1s
teally more important than his, for it is the making and
moulding of human character and of social characteris-
tics — which means the making and moulding of public
9pinion — while man’s work is to support and protect
her as she does this, and to give public opinion shape
m that practical form which we call government.

We cannot say that we do not do this feminine part
of the world’s work. We always do it—well or badly,
a5 the case may be. If women were different to-day
men would be different. If we do not think that they
bear their responsibilities well, let us teach ourselves
how to teach them to do so, Let us not lessen their
Sense of responsibility by taking part of their rightful
tasks off their shoulders, and at the same time lessen
OUr own power and influence by saying: *We do not

NOW how to do our own work of teaching, inspiring,
nd rewarding you; therefore we must assume half of
your executive labors.” Would this be * working in the

line of evolution * p
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Should We Ask Jor the Sf’{ﬁ“} agﬂ? Mght to ask for political — which means public —
\ Power as for personal, private freedom of action.
| In the second place, when the question of yesterday
Was gradually decided in the affirmative, new permis-
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araingt e _ .
Sainst each other, No problem is more frequent

A : : = VO
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n nei : Ve
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ol ™Mterest in it, If it is to be thoroughly well accom-
¢ Plished, in a democratic state, every one must take an
p 10terest in it. And the only way to interest people 1n
s.anyt]ll'llg is to give them a pgersonal interest it—a
o, o B 1"

i Pesonal sense of privilege, duty, rqspon:‘iﬂ?lh_t)’- T
i Does this sound plausible? I think it 15 illogical in
o Several different ways. : _

. U ; ibility

In the first place, if it is the sense of responsi

eeds interest, would it be well to lessen by oné

; GiE i
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uties  Apq why do we think that, gf"m“d the r].ght
‘0 vote, women will be less indifferent? The answe: to
S question seems to be: Because Women in the m:aTss
al?e by nature much more conscientious than—mcp' N;
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would he counterbalanced by woman's relative .ph}rslt(?es
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superiority of our sex as

people declare awhole ? Is it prove

b tllan’“{)gnf}eli if;alu;t that there arle a gféaislj;r::;

Our prisons ang o o prisons and penitenti i
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some definite human 1‘2 1f(1:h are called crimes because
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tiousness, Man’s sinc onees with regard to conscien-
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He is tempted to 31 ccause he is physically stron 121'
tempted to deeds of Le(-IS_Of Vl'f)lence where wc»m’lg iS’
i s, s 1'\ﬂmc}er evil, or to sins of onl-CI:l- n
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I ; 1j1’t the woman who scold : d
or who grievously ne 11111111 she makes him a drun’ﬁkand
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ll'fehf)?;i;‘:?;u?l;liihoCcupaﬁons’
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]
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crime where the temptation i stronger for womeh than
for men, how does the balance gtand? AS regards in-
fanticide, for example, OF shoplifting ?
Again, do we as a s€X perform the duties which have
always been ours distinctly better than men perforn
es her children, just

lov
tain sort of interest 10
many Wwomen really

as almost every man takes 2 cer
Do you not

current political events. But how

do their whole duty by their children? ' ‘
know some who seem t0 think of their children fﬂneﬁy
their own pride and pleasure just as

k more of what the Govern-
than of the duty they owe to
blic ? Even when a woman
all her {ime to her chil-
1er OWIl how often
higher sense P

as ministrants to
you know men who thin
ment should do for them
the Government, the PU

is wholly unselfish, and gives
ather than i

dren for their sakes T

o this conscientiously in the
How often has she conscientiously trit?d to. learn how
she may most wisely care for their physlc.:al, jntellectual,
and moral wel]—being? Do not multltueles of good
women think that good jntentions }vill suffice, that let-
ting things rin in easy grooves; doing as “. other people
do,” is all that is demanded of_ them — just as n-lf-my
men show the same temper with regard to pohucal
matters?  Ask any ptﬂ'ﬂic-school teacher, or any
teacher of @ high-priced private slchool,. how much r}ial
training for good his pupis get 1m th'elr ho-n];s.n th:li
answer will, perha.ps, ery dlfferejnt \1?1 o
you would receive if you asked any experlenufea fpu o
man how many MR n y care for i

public welfare.
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it is, or gsuffice to control
ideals? o
«]ess good” than men.

ggcifcm(_‘:_n Jong remain as
ustoms, standards, and
/- aréy[ gure that in many .resjpects the majont)'/ o.f
- Jett_er than the I'l’lﬂ}Ol'.lT;)". of men. But it 15
- - t to remember that stafistics of crime are not
%tatlsucs of sin, much less of unconscientiousness; and
m_rememb(ﬂ‘ that conscientiousness itself 13 @ complex
thing, often strong in one direction, weak in another, as

regards the same individual.
\'.Vhat solid ground have we
political responsibilities, Out women W
more conscientiously that men? And if we ha
such solid ground how can we say that political apathy
would be decreased, high public spirit would be in-
creased, if millions of women VOLers were added to our
present millions of men vOters > A very large propor-
tion of our political questions to-day are financial of
economic questions: Is it probaﬂ)le that women would
be more generally stirred than men to think seriously
and yigorously about these? I leave out of sight for
the moment ihe allied question: Is it probable that
ves would preparc them to think more
wisely and acutely about them ?

In the third place did my friend
hould be given 0 women when she

ersonal political activity could
tin politiczﬂ things ? Do good
themselves from the duties and
d soms in other di-
n in the

for saying that given
guld bear them

ve 10

their private li

really show cause

why the suffrage §
said that only direct P
ken their real interes
associate

husbands an
rsonal Cconcer

awa

women thus dis

TCSponsibilities of their

rections? Do they not feel a P€
43

et e 2

Al G e

i

eyl
et




EZ
h.
.
"
.
-
H
n

|
i e

e e

P e TP Pl 1 A oA

=
i

Should W
¢ Ask for the Suffrage?

Progress of thejr ,
busin;:siigsﬂti(}n? Or izethtehemselvew Or in thelr
e e
affair‘;e feel we CannotaltrSkOf their churches ? ‘ Is '?t. tru;
il i;ml@SS we take ar o =1 active interest in publi
fitted 50,15 this i dl active personal part in them?
10 serve the pup leed a proof that !
public o hat we are well

good? Or is it a proof that

Wwe ar
[+ ",r‘.l'
; mn g
audibly «1 nd proud a ]
lave g nd selfish
ur say " i sh— that we must

eISe Wi] n il
1& 55
same manner as men, OF

1 sulk ;
our hy m our

n cor

terests (i‘s of the nati;ne:rs.and declare that we wash

» YL our own i n's Interests, of our men’s in-

't terests ? T have alread 4t

it is sg—. 4 rea ysai that

Americg i cannot believe s0 badly

as o ¢ affairs t;;_d hey are not generally in-

grow interest::{ just begun aygecause their true edu-

Wi gun, But they wi ;

» Without the bribe or tly \;111 gr;LduaHy

ie lure O votes;

an
they
|
me we s
an fOr hall see w
good what woman’s i
: an’s influence may

terest 3
ed §
Ca-t{(jn h L publf

Viil.

fre
. que .
€ more certaiels that wlomnt arguments in favor of
B than othe .en of the better class would
IS to use their privileg® an
5=t

}}]_E m
Ore F
1 we
Bto the sc,ulght than at
< rese
nt would thus be throW?

ONE of

Wo e
Man suffrag ¢

tl

Just |
10v i morali
¥ this ality and wisd ! .
sdom. Let us thin

or, ¢
3 (_OnfESSedl

might he ;
¥, the mOStedliEi our city of New york;
6 cult of our political prob-
4

Should We Ash for the Suffrage?

s, Anything that
annot, in the pres-
our state at

agement of Jarge citie

well in large cities €
advocated for

lems is the man
would not work
ent condition of affairs, be
y at large.

ette y with

large or our countr

Among women of the
sufficient money to give
f?rln at Jeast the one isol
The great trouble with o
the men who correspond t
in due numbers. The great
» 1fthis could b€ &
d well enough.
Would bad W€
g class ©
nd self-indulgence
1 duty when
jven than

r class are man

hem sufficient Jeisure to PEL
duty of voting:

ated political

ur city politics to-day is that
o these women wi
trouble Is tO “get out the up-
ot out, and kept ouby the
A rainy day con-
ather have
¢ women?

town vote.
.Cii'_}’ would be governe
spicuously cuts it down.
less effect upon the correspondin
Or are they lessPr idleness &

which means the shirking of the moment
Are they (in ouF America) 1655 &

possible ?
their men to seck pleasure instead of duty? Are they
e duty when it is of 2 remote
narrow and personal or
to believe that at
hose lesser elec-
a city like ours,
» he feminine
vote

one Lo

more certs
and abstract I8 than of &
domestic kind? Is thete no reasou
every great election, and still more at t
tions which are as vitally important in
it would De quite a5 hard to “get out
vote in the © kid-glove districts " as the masculine

__ifnota go leal harder ?
Think next © i omen who are the
clerks, artisans,

and daughters of shop-keepers
them, as &

P resume

wives

and prosperots laborers. We may

class, conscientious possible yoters.  TDEY are MOre

conscientious probablys ina general way, than their
47

I SRR,

i b Y -
b itk
e e




=

e

Shos > Ash £
wld We Ast, for the S uffrages

5l i
1.nt:her sisters who ha
ol ; less stern scho
their men for
juil

ve .
ol 0?321'1. trained to a sense of duty
Pres as aily service and self-denial’
ea €nt voters, Bu; a whole, the best class of our
t;;,kger voters, Ve CW@ can hardly fancy them very
E € as much geﬂerlllz%n hardly fancy that they would
aquh special interes(t interest in public questions, Of 7
. =al 1 25
FOErage kind, a5 thjl any one public question of the
- r.they]ive e ¢ir husbands, fathers, and sons
1 1T : = 5, ¢ .
argn;lqne neighbors 1e,lfind c;ssOmate chiefly with their
arrow ; - The .
bt oW intellectya]] v lead lives which, perforce
e ittle chance L 1- ¥ and narrow socially. TheY
Dythine e to hece i
: g but ¢ ecome really interested
i ¢ affairs i ;
milies, v rs of their own and the?
ral

hile :
be ng ar their men (although natt

eater with ¢ :
interest with them) are brought 10
" L pe i
1th a wid and influence through their
men of {} : world, And we can hardly
1 Y
bolls as ¢}, Is class would find it as easy
eir .
Mestic ¢ men, hyy nll men., Election day means
their g, 'eS: Indeeq th ot for women engaged in do-
Cares mose} 0ld are iy e very fact that the men Of
re E}xacting £ Vl]lg 28 hOH(lay OJ}IY makes these
n, i

» 5} y 1IN th ;
Side their If the word € now generally acccptf:‘tl
19115165_,__“’0 .\\-'oim:n who labor (_'hil}f out-

Witerest ip, uld have a rather better chanc®

politic: -
regard to tlie(ihtlcd] affairs and some know”
3 Y R :
ork St e 0 large a5 ln-dl. But this class of women 15
hage. VIt over ny people believe. I New
€ recor SIX million § :

Corded ag gy, .]]1011 inhabitants, 360,009

gaged in money-making ¢

48

Should We Ask for the Suffrage?

{ one woman in tenj;
which do not
contact with
political sort.
really mingle

cupations—that is, only abou
-;?_d these occupations i'nclud'e many
5 Ing the women puUsung them into
- broadening, educating influences of a
VFFY few, even among workingwomen,
With men in their work as men do with each other,
nor are they as immediately concerned avith those
financial and economic problems which play so Very
large a part in.our political activity. Many of them
would be free as men on election days. But would
their desire for a day’s outing, o & day's perfect rest,
‘be less insistent than men’s? And do we not know
how large a part this desire now plays in cutting down.
the sum of the intelligent vote at our polls ? d
Then to the total of these hindrances you must add
the fact of woman’s inferior physical strength.  We
may believe that, on any given day in the year, more
women than men lie 01 beds of actual illness.

On
y many women are expecting soon t0 be-
and many more ha

ve recently hecome

mothers. And a much greater difference still betiveen
the sexes appears if we think of people who simply
« don’t feel well” or are « tired to death.”” Among
men, we Know, small excuses suffice to block the path
to the polls even when great jssues are at stake.
Among women these small excuses would be much
Jmore numerous, and very often mich moré geriously
valid. We must indeed believe that women are vastly
“more conscientious” than men, if e believe that it
would be easier to © get out” the intelligent feminine
vote in our city than the intelligent masculine vote.

any given da
come mothers,
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a man wanted a certain job from Tammany, of wanted
to please a Tammany « poss,” would he be content to
offer one vote when he might as casily offer six? Or
his work of pre-

when the * boss ” himself Was doing
liminary persuasion, would he be likely to neglect

women as less easily a.ppmached or influenced than

men?

Then beneath the women of this sort, whom our city

counts by so many thousands, are many other thou-
-sands, in the slums and elsewhere; the open tenor of
whose lives proclaims them to be evil women. ~ Cer-
tainly these —Or at least’ the more miserable and
wretched among them — wouldhave no desire to register
name and residence and present themselves at the polls.
But if their votes were needed, would they be left aside
by the local ¢ boss,” by the vile men with whom they
agsociate, DY the saloon-keeper who lives on these vile
men and on them also? Of would they have either
the conscientiousness or the couragé to refuse to vote
at all, or to oY to vote against the wishes of ‘their

masculine friends ?
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sis of demonstrated or proba-

thi
his one as regards any ba

ble truth,

Does the history of the female sovereigns of EUrope
or of India, show that womel hate war more than
men, or does it show that when their emotions are ex-

cited they are apt to be more recklessly bellicose than
the women of TFrance in

men? How was it with
the days of the great Revolution? And do recent
date? Was not

instances differ from those of earlier
German war of 1870 called by the

the terrible Franco-
French empress “my war”? Was it not recognized as
such by the F rench people? Do not the investiga-
tions of historians and memoir-writers show it to have
been such ? And which ‘were recognized as the most
bitter opponents of the Union in our Southern States
during the War of the Rebellion and long after its
close — the women of the men?

But the worst of all the fallacies now being used as

nts is the declaration that if Ameri-

n could vote their
Those who promise this do not
could not base them upon
es in the value of men’s

persuasive argume
can working-wome wages would be
equalized with men’s.
give their reasons, and they

past facts with regard to ris
labor. Even to-day wonien aré paid much more nearly

the same as men fo7 7¢4 7 zoork than the makers
of this promise would have But often what

is called equal work shows .uality, if noF in
the perfection of jts performance then in the probability

that the worker will continué permanenﬂy at her ‘task.
N (4
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less affects

world. An:t;de S{Zﬁf every laboring individual in the
ours, the Slightestc' and _COm.mercial conditions like
slightest difference -mequaht)’_m working power, the
mand, tell in fina in the relations of a supply to a de-
bly obviate this fn(:ml results; and no laws can possi-
has raised the w:l ct.  Not legislation but organization
erations, And ti;gcfs of men during the past two g€I~
ganization — the f Host Sll_ccessful result of labor-oI-
London g few ve amous strike of the dock-laborers in
2 very small YEArs ago — was accomplished by men

proportion of whom had votes.

X1.

THUS there are

S_erious quesl‘?oirc many things to think about, many
By say that S-to (1§cide’ before we can conscien-
?Stab]is}led_ An:;e bell.eve woman suffrage should be
lies with thoge wh’ be it noted, the burden of pro°
Not obliged to Drooyadvocate the innovation. We ar€
ble.; they are Ob]_‘e that woman suffrage is undesira-
desirahle that, for }ged to prove that it is sO clearly
enormous 1'isk, ir ’1ts sake, the country should run the
hltlon of the m yalied in 4 political and social reves
s law ang 0st radical and far-reachi wort. This
e fir ju aching sort.

stice all
€ human the world over: The sfais G0y

Tight untj] e ]
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1T desir .Peace Sk safety for the State-
2 to do is to bld }’011 pause--‘
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and consider the arguments of the
« movement,” without passion, with-
and especially without that foolish
e imitation of men which means a
feminine pride. But above all do
not be tempted to say; We women must look out for
ourselves and our own interests.” Itisa slander upon
the men of America to say this— upon those men who
have so cordially helped us to become the freest and
most highly considered women in the world. And it
is a defiance of the laws of nature and of common
sense to declare that the best interests of the sexes are
separable. To declare this is to give men an excuse,
a temptation —nay, a veritable right—10 say ¢ Then
we also must look out for ourselves and our own special
interests,” Do you think that the country would faré
better if our men said this, or that its women would
fare better? Do you not think, rather, that the best
way to serve our country and to serve ourselves is to
do our own work as well as we can — which means a
great deal better than in the past? And do you really
believe that part of this work should consist in 2 half-

e in the actual immediate power to make those
fy with matters that men’s daily
: d better than we do,
we might, we

pause, and think,
advocates of the
out prepossession,
vanity of would-D
great lack of true

shar
laws which deal chie

occupations fit them
and in the executton
could take but a& Ve

to understan
of which, strive as
y small share?
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